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PREFACE

Let us voice the power of this day’s sanctity — it is awesome, terrible.

On the Yamim Nora'im, the holiest of days, we stand before God in judg-
ment. We fear His Din, and crave His Rahamim. We are both humbled
and strengthened by the belief that our very future depends on our tefilla.

It is with this sense of humility, hope and the awesomeness of the
task, that we offer The Koren Mahzor Yamim Nora'im. We have created
this Mahzor to mitigate the trepidation with which one enters the High
Holy Days, and to highlight the transformative potential they hold. We
hope that the Mahzor helps those seeking to understand their place
in the world, and their place before God, and serves as a steady guide
through the encounter with God’s majesty on Rosh HaShana and Yom
Kippur.

A project of this scope would have been virtually impossible without
the partnership of the Rohr family, who have dedicated this Mahzor
in memory of their dear parents, Charlotte and Sami Rohr. The Rohr
family’s passion for Avodat HaShem and books come together in their
support for the creation of this Mahzor. On behalf of the scholars, editors
and designers of this volume, we thank you; on behalf of the users and
readers of this Mahzor, we are forever in your debt.

We could not have embarked on this project without the moral lead-
ership and intellectual spark of Rabbi Lord Jonathan Sacks. Rabbi Sacks
provides an invaluable guide to the liturgy through his remarkable trans-
lation and commentary. His work not only clarifies the text and explains
the teachings of our sages, but uniquely and seamlessly weaves profound
concepts of Judaism into the reality of contemporary life. It was our dis-
tinct privilege to work with Rabbi Sacks to create a Mahzor that we believe
appropriately mirrors the complexity and richness of life itself.

We only hope that Rabbi Sacks’s contribution is matched by the
scholarship, design and typography that have been hallmarks of Koren
Publishers Jerusalem for more than fifty years. Rabbi David Fuchs super-
vised the textual aspects of the work, and we thank Esther Be’er for the
layout and typesetting. Rachel Meghnagi edited the English texts. Efrat
Gross edited the Hebrew texts, and these were ably proofread by Barukh
Brener and Naor Kahalani. Jessica Sacks translated Keriat HaTorah, and

oy

Iy

oy e nn
mmho

T DD
9w NN

D193t Oy ’NXVJY? 9yn

mab vy
aban

1950 NN 8% MY 11D
nmb o

ohw wp
b I pavT eTp
mynb nvmxa D )

1391
1399
1419
1435

1477
1481

1485
1527
1537

1542
155§

1577
1578
1579

NE'ILA

Amida

Leader’s Repetition for Ne'ila
Selihot

Shema Yisrael

Sounding the Shofar

MA’ARIV FOR MOTZA'EI
YOM KIPPUR

Kiddush Levana

Havdala

Seder HaAvoda — Nusah Sefarad

Annotated Viduy

Full Kaddish — Extended Version

Rabbis’ Kaddish Transliterated

Mourner’s Kaddish Transliterated



DN D) 1P M

THE KOREN MAHZOR YAMIM NORA'IM
ROSH HASHANA & YOM KIPPUR

PREFACE - xii

some of the festival prayers and we are grateful to Sara Daniel, Binyamin
Shalom and Adina Luber for their translation of the piyutim.

This new edition of the Koren Mahzor continues the Koren tradition
of making the language of prayer more accessible, thus enhancing the
prayer experience.

One of the unique features of the Mahzor is the use of typesetting to
break up a prayer phrase-by-phrase — rather than using a block paragraph
format — so that the reader will naturally pause at the correct places. No
commas appear in the Hebrew text at the end of lines, but in the English
translation, where linguistic clarity requires, we have retained the use of
commas at the end of lines. Unlike other Hebrew/English mahzorim, the
Hebrew text is on the left-hand page and the English on the right. This
arrangement preserves the distinctive “fanning out” effect of the Koren
text and the beauty of the Koren layout.

‘We hope and pray that this Mahzor, like all our publications, extends
the vision of Koren’s founder, Eliyahu Koren, to a new generation to
further Avodat HaShem for Jews everywhere.

Matthew Miller, Publisher
Jerusalem 5779 (2018)
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This piyut, with its double alphabetic acrostic, is attributed to Yannai (a poet who lived
in X Y in the Byzantine era). In recent generations the custom to say it responsively
has spread; many congregations are accustomed to saying the second stich of each
couplet together with the first of the next one. Some sing the entire piyut collectively.
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[ al 9] Y7:1 And all believe. A sustained declaration of faith in divine justice

and compassion. Rosh HaShana, the Day of Judgment, is the living expres-

sion of Judaism’s greatest leap of faith: the belief that the world is ruled by

justice. No idea has been more revolutionary, and none more perplexing.
There are questions that challenge faith, and there are questions that come

from the heart of faith. Those who asked about the apparent injustices of the

LEADER'S REPETITION ______ MUSAF FOR ROSH HASHANA * 552

This piyut, with its double alphabetic acrostic, is attributed to Yannai (a poet who lived
in Israel in the Byzantine era). In recent generations the custom to say it responsively
has spread; many congregations are accustomed to saying the second stich of each
couplet together with the first of the next one. Some sing the entire piyut collectively.

The Ark is opened.
731X The One who holds in His hand the trait of stern judgment.
And all believe that He is the faithful God.

The One who examines and scrutinizes the hidden stores.
And all believe that He examines the conscience of all.

The One who redeems from death and ransoms from hell.
And all believe that He is a mighty Redeemer.

The sole Judge of all who enter the world.
And all believe that He is a truthful Judge.

The One whose name was pronounced “I will ever be what I am now.”
And all believe that He was, is, and shall forever be.

The One whose praise is as affirmed as His name.
And all believe that He is One and there is no other.

The One who recalls kindly those who utter His name.
And all believe that He recalls His covenant.

The One who allots life to all the living.
And all believe that He lives and is everlasting.

world were not doubters or sceptics. They were Judaism’s supreme prophets.
Moses asked, “O LoRrp, why have You brought trouble upon this people?”
(Ex. 5:22). Jeremiah asked, “Why does the way of the wicked prosper? Why
do all the faithless live at ease?” (Jer. 12:1). They did not ask because they did
not believe. They asked because they did believe. If there were no Judge, there
would be no justice and no question. There is a Judge. When then is justice?
Above all else, Jewish thought through the centuries has been a sustained
meditation on this question, never finding a final answer, realizing that here
was a sacred mystery no human mind could penetrate. All other requests
Moses made on behalf of the Jewish people, says the Talmud (Berakhot 7a),
were granted except this: to understand why the righteous suffer.

As tenaciously as they asked, so they held firm to the faith without which
there was no question: that there is a moral rule governing the universe and
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D’31(J171 o "117 LMY 2L The One who acts kindly with both the good and evil.
And all believe that He is kind to all.
Sib =it NI DKn 7o 2l believe that He s kind to 2
The One who knows the devices of all creatures.
D’W\S” L)J 'IB' Yy 'h’"t And all believe that He is the One who forms them in the womb.
Juaaow 1 N]'fw D’J’DNTJ 17:1 The One who is omnipotent and formed the world at once.

And all believe that He is all-powerful.

1 n‘v‘vm ‘71:’ ‘7:-1
The One who dwells concealed in His holy shade.
171:’ '7: N’ﬂw D’J’DND ’7:1 And all believe that He alone is God.

)1(_0 173’: 3 n.D: 1128 The One who crowns kings yet the reign is His alone.

. ‘7 ) S And all believe that He is an everlasting King.
AT ITI7 KITW DR 72
The One who acts kindly with each generation.

7:1’7?37 1‘71 U’J‘?D T’SDD'{ And all believe that He reserves kindness.
g‘ﬂy -[‘773 m-np gumxn 77;1 The One who acts patiently with evildoers
and turns a blind eye to the wayward.
37 ‘7: oy 17Dn3 3mian And all believe that He is forgiving and exalted.
Jenay 13 N]’NU [=lAlALNA '7:1 The lofty One whose eyes are turned to those who fear Him.

And all believe that He answers whispered prayers.

Dion Y n"wm baiom
The One who opens the gates to those who come knocking penitently.
..“7° nB’D Nr‘w D’J’DND S:’ And all believe that His hand is ever open.

PRY by Py m"?s_?cf

Bible is neither optimistic nor naive. It contains no theodicies, no systematic

Wﬂs ﬂJu] KITY DINNI 17:1 answers, no easy consolations. At times, in the books of Job and Ecclesiastes
S ) ) o : and Lamentations, it comes close to the abyss of pain and despair. “I saw,” says
ﬂg1Wﬂ: ’Pﬂ]"‘% w y l'[.}'“ﬂ:j Ecclesiastes, “the tears of the oppressed — and they have no comforter” (4:1).

1,1: I.":nng wa D’J’Df_‘f; 17:1 “The LORD,” says Lamentations, “has become like an enemy” (2:5). But the

people of the Book refused to stop wrestling with the question. To believe
was painful, but to disbelieve was too easy, too superficial, untrue.

that what happens to us is in some way related to what we do. Good is reward- The Rabbi of Klausenburg, Rabbi Yekutiel Yehuda Halberstam, who sur-
ed and evil has no ultimate dominion. No Jewish belief is more central than vived Auschwitz and lost his wife and eleven children in the Holocaust, once
this. It forms the core of the Hebrew Bible, the writings of the rabbis and the said: “The biggest miracle of all is that we, the survivors of the Holocaust,
speculation of the Jewish mystics. Reward and punishment may be individual after all that we witnessed and lived through, still believe and have faith in
or collective, immediate or deferred, in this world or the next, apparent or the Almighty God, may His name be blessed. This, my friends, is the miracle
veiled behind a screen of mystery, but they are there. For without them life isa of miracles, the greatest miracle ever to have taken place” As he said these

tale told by an idiot, full of sound and fury, signifying nothing. The faith of the words, he wept. But still he believed.
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LEADER’S REPETITION

The One who espies the evildoer and wishes to justify him.
And all believe that He is righteous and upright.

The One who is slow to anger and defers wrath.
And all believe that His ire is hard to arouse.

The compassionate One who lets pity precede rage.
And all believe that He is easily appeased.

The constant One who considers great and small equally.
And all believe that He is a righteous Judge.

The perfect One who deals in integrity with the innocent.
And all believe that His works are perfect and complete.

The Ark is closed (in some communities, the Ark remains
open until the end of the next paragraph).

'[‘1:77 23N You will be elevated, peerless,

and will rule over all that i is, alone,

as is written by Your prophet,
“Then the LoRbD shall be King over all the earth;

on that day the LORD shall be One and His name One.”

The Leader continues:
JIM3 111331 And so place the fear of You, LORD our God,
over all that You have made,
and the terror of You over all You have created,
and all who were made will stand in awe of You,
and all of creation will worship You,
and they will be bound all together as one
to carry out Your will with an undivided heart;
for we know, LORD our God,
that all dominion is laid out before You,
strength is in Your palm,
and might in Your right hand,
Your name spreading awe over all You have created.

MUSAF FOR ROSH HASHANA °
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Zech. 14
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This alphabetic piyut, author unknown, celebrates the future universal
recognition of God by all the nations. It is usually sung collectively.
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1:1’7:: n3 '[’7 NAN... XN And all shall come... to offer You the royal crown.
Rabbl_]oseph Soloveitchik used to speak about his childhood in Chaslavitch:

Our teacher, who was a Chabad Hasid, said to us: “Do you know what Rosh
HaShana is? The Rebbe, the Tzemah Tzedek, would call the night of Rosh
HaShana Karanatzia Nacht [Coronation Night].” Then he would ask the
children, “Do you know whom we will be crowning?” Once I replied, “Czar
Nicholas” [Nicholas 11, the last Emperor of Russia]. The teacher responded:
“Nicholas? He was crowned years ago. Why do we need to crown him again?
Besides, he is not the real king. No, tonight, my dear children, we crown God.
“And do you know who places the crown on his head?” the teacher con-
tinued. “Yankel the tailor, Berel the shoemaker, Zalman the water-carrier,
Yossel the painter, Dovid the butcher...”

LEADER’S REPETITION MUSAF FOR ROSH HASHANA * §58

713311132 And so place honor, LORD, upon Your people,
praise on those who fear You and hope into those who seek You,
the confidence to speak into all who long for You,

gladness to Your land, and joy to Your city,

the flourishing of pride to David Your servant,

and a lamp laid out for his descendant, Your anointed,

soon, in our days.

D'p*1¥ 1921 And then righteous people will see and rejoice,
and the upright will exult, and the pious revel in joy,

and injustice will have nothing more to say,

and all wickedness will fade away like smoke

as You sweep the rule of arrogance from the earth.

This alphabetic piyut, author unknown, celebrates the future universal
recognition of God by all the nations. It is usually sung collectively.

XN And all shall come forth to worship You
"and they shall bless Your honorable name.
And they shall tell of Your righteousness in the islands,
and nations that have not known You shall seek You out.
And all the ends of the earth shall praise You
and shall always say, “May the LORD forever be exalted.”
And they shall spurn their idols
and be ashamed of their graven images.
And they shall turn their shoulder as one to worship You,
and those who seek Your presence
shall see You with the rising sun forever.

Rabbi Soloveitchik concluded:

I'have given many sermons and written many discourses on the concept of
Rosh HaShana, but nothing ever made me feel the true depth and power of
the day as those words of my childhood teacher. Every year, when I recite
in the Rosh HaShana prayers the words, “Rule over the whole world in
Your glory,” I remember my teacher in Chaslavitch.*

* Rabbi Joseph Soloveitchik’s “Teshuva Derasha,” lecture given on September 23, 1974
(Yiddish). Summarized and published in Soloveitchik’s Yemei Zikaron [17:6], (Jerusalem:
World Zionist Organization, 1986), pp. 149-150.
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Some congregations recite this piyut. Others continue with TVIX 22 on the next page.

In the following piyut, the first stich of each stanza describes God's qualitative
superiority to the heavenly hosts, and the second describes the uniqueness of Israel.
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")N]W’ L)I_i Over Israel. The poet continues his paradoxical line of thought. We
are frail, fallible creatures, yet You have endowed Your people Israel with Your

faith, blessing, presence and glory.

LEADER’S REPETITION

SHAHARIT FOR YOM KIPPUR * 944

The congregation then the Leader:

193 And so, ascribe strength to God, Ps.68
over Israel is His majesty.
All:
BK]W’ 171_7 Over Israel is His faith. Over Israel is His blessing.

Over Israel is His majesty. Over Israel is His word.
Over Israel is His glory. Over Israel is His assembly.
Opver Israel is His remembrance. Over Israel is His compassion.
Over Israel is His purity. Over Israel is His candor.
Over Israel is His heritage. Opver Israel is His nationhood.
Over Israel is His kingdom. Over Israel is His pleasing song.
Over Israel is His cherishing love. ~ Over Israel, is His congregation.
Over Israel is His accomplishment. Over Israel is His righteousness.
Over Israel is His sanctity. Opver Israel is His loftiness.

Opver Israel is His Divine Presence. Over Israel is His splendor.

Some congregations recite this piyut. Others continue with
“And so, we shall glorify You” on the next page.

In the following piyut, the first stich of each stanza describes God's qualitative
superiority to the heavenly hosts, and the second describes the uniqueness of Israel.

192 There is none like You among the heavenly powers, LOrRD, s 86
and there are no works like Yours.

There is none like You among the powers above,
And there are no works like Yours among the elite below.

There is none like You among the hosts above,
And there are no works like Yours among those who dwell below.

There is none like You among the multitudes above,
And there are no works like Yours among the assemblies below.

There is none like You among the virtuous ones above,
And there are no works like Yours among the forces below.

There is none like You among the pure ones above,
And there are no works like Yours among the dear ones below.
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MIMNM NVINT Majesty and faithfulness. The source of this poem is the mysti-
cal tract Heikhalot Rabati, a classic of what is known as Heikhalot literature,
itself a branch of Merkava (“Chariot”) mysticism based on Ezekiel’s vision
of God enthroned on the divine chariot. Heikhalot Rabati is an ancient text
from Talmudic times, describing the ascent of Rabbi Yishmael to heaven.
Jewish mystics, after long preparation involving fasting and meditation, would
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There is none like You among the cherubim above,

And there are no works like Yours among the legions below.
There is none like You among the angels above,

And there are no works like Yours among the leaders below.
There is none like You among the seraphim above,

And there are no works like Yours among the rulers below.
There is none like You among the wonders above,

And there are no works like Yours among the hosts below.
There is none like You among the holy ones above,

And there are no works like Yours among the nobles below.
There is none like You among the celestial powers above,

And there are no works like Yours among the powers below.

The Ark is opened.
The congregation then the Leader:
1931 And so, we shall glorify You who lives forever.

All:

NYIRT Majesty and faithfulness are His who lives forever.
Understanding and blessing are His who lives forever.
Loftiness and greatness are His who lives forever.
Knowing and speech are His who lives forever.
Splendor and honor are His who lives forever.
Destiny and antiquity are His who lives forever.
Clarity and light are His who lives forever.
Power and intense might are His who lives forever.
Ceremony and purity are His who lives forever.
Unity and awe are His who lives forever.
The crown and the honor are His who lives forever.

experience ecstatic visions of an ascent into heaven, encountering there the
mysteries of the divine palace, the Heikhal. Mystic texts such as these have
often had a subterranean influence on Jewish prayer, understood itself as a
heavenward ascent. According to Heikhalot Rabati, this is the song sung by the
angels while we recite the Verses of Praise. Some rites (Sephardi and Nusah
Ari) say this psalm every Shabbat. Others do so only on Yom Kippur since
on this day we are “like the angels,” neither eating nor drinking but focused
entirely on prayer. Therefore on this day alone may we sing the angels’ song.
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D’DBK] ?UL) 3&3’?]_11. nr_)‘%j Teaching and learning are His who lives forever.
D’DY;W.}] ’ﬂﬁ) ﬂ‘?WDEﬂ’ ﬂ.Jq‘?éﬂ The realm and the rule are His who lives forever.

T - TTie-: T - Beauty and eternity are His who lives forever.
D’p’?iy ’U‘? nxam b Greatness and transcendence are His who lives forever.
U’Tjﬂy ’ﬂg 23 ?'ﬂ o Strength and humility are His who lives forever.

Ty s - - Salvation and glory are His who lives forever.
U’?.JY?UI ’UL) maym Radiance and righteousness are His who lives forever.
U’dﬁ'y ’ﬂL) IETY Y105 Declaration and sanctity are His who lives forever.

Y R O Fanfare and sublimity are His who lives forever.
U’DYTV ’UL) P.'Igtn ?33‘ i1 » The song and the celebration are His who lives forever.
D’DBW.}] ’ﬂL) ST XD Praise and adoration are His who lives forever.

K ¥ "'I: TET l B The Ark is closed.
oy nb MRt I

4T T3 ToT3l T After “Majesty and faithfulness,” which concluded the sequence of piyutim focusing
u?u’?]y ?n") ag Ty e < on God's greatness, there follows a series of piyutim leading to Kedusha.

s s Tty T Some congregations recite the piyutim “We will affirm You with awe” and “Exalt the
D?DBU] ?UL) nﬂxgn;:n ﬂs,‘[ﬂt{ God” at this point. Others continue with “To the One enthroned” on the next page.

1931 And so, we will affirm You, our God, with awe.

We will affirm You with awe,
After 12X MYINT, which concluded the sequence of piyutim focusing on We will bless You with wisdom,
God’s greatness, there follows a series of piyutim leading to TN,
Some congregations recite the piyutim T1°X2 TYRXI and 5K a2l . )
at this point. Others continue with ﬂi5n!] :1@1'"? on the next page. We will seek You knowmgly,

; We will glorify You with thanksgiving,
IR 1) 9y 3
.TVQ K: 0 f.TSN Tl Db—q ’1331 We will thank You in assembly,

The WP M is closed.

We will magnify You with greatness,

12133 7273 / 1xa BRiALY! We will mention You in song,
T AT AT RS I We will laud Your strength as we tremble,
TUJ 1: "ﬂTUTTJ / nlz.u: ‘1’2‘133 We will offer You exquisite song in purity,
=133 '1"11 )/ A 177 We will proclaim Your Oneness with reverence,
]; CRT R TP T We will honor You in prostration,
i T ,n: .EBUJ / nlﬁf: .r-'r’:u We will offer You our hearts intimately,
VA T/ I TV We will make You King over us,
:1'7 P 17 ’T,'T P We will chorus to You sweetly,
n?r 127 3 .I;:—J / ﬂg ’: 2 .ﬁ—:; J We will exalt You as our authority,
QAR AR (gt S3 / ﬂ;ﬁn: .E’l?n:’ We will revere You with humility,
rm.g ;Tp.'y )/ nﬁwz.pn_m xs v‘;ﬁi of)en our mtou;hs Fo S.fou in praise,
s TS N play music to You in joy,
Aomya 17x5% / rpE0a 1IN0 We will call out to sanctify You,

: . We will raise You up with delight,
- iy 9"
”‘35’: 'Vgnm / ﬂt_f .'P: .I('rv ‘TP; We will sing Your praises,

_n%mj; TR0 / m:{;}w: ]Tﬁw; We will laud You always.
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