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Vayikra 1: 2
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When one among you brings an animal offering to Hashem, from the cattle or the flock you

shall bring your offering.

An animal offering can be brought from cattle, sheep
or goats. If bringing fowl, it may be turtledoves or
young doves. The Sages tell us that these animals and
birds were chosen because they are prey to predators
(like lions, wolves, leopards) and Hashem wants us to
“bring offerings from the prey” (not the predators).

The Gemara says (Baba Kama 93b) that we should prefer
to be victims rather than those who prey on others,
as we see that no birds are more vulnerable than
turtledoves and they were chosen by Hashem to be
offerings on the Altar.
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Vayikra 2:1

When a person brings an offering of grain to Hashem, his offering
shall be of choice flour; he shall pour oil upon it...

Step One: Bringing the flourand the oil  food he would eat and takes some of it
and mixing them. to be brought as an offering). His act of
The Sages say: Who is likely to bringa  self-sacrifice is considered by Hashem
grain offering? A poor man (who cannot  as if he had offered up his soul.

afford an animal, so he skimps on the
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Vayikra 2:1

When a person brings an offering of grain to
Hashem, his offering shall be of choice flour;
he shall...lay frankincense on it...

Step Two: Adding frankincense.

The cohen (priest) places frankincense on the Minchah
(grain offering) and brings the special bowl with the
grain offering to the southeast corner of the Mizbe'ach
(Altar).
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Vayikra 2:2
...the cohen shall scoop out of it a handful of
its choice flour and oil...

Step Three: Taking the Memorial Portion.
The cohen scoops a handful (three fingers) from the
Minchah offering and places it into a holy vessel.
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Vayikra 2:2

...the cohen shall scoop out of it a handful
of its choice flour and oil, as well as all of its
frankincense; and this memorial portion he
shall turn into smoke on the Mizbe’ach...

Step Four: Sanctifying the Memorial Portion by
Offering It.

The memorial portion of the Minchah, including
all the frankincense, is brought up to the Mizbe'ach
in the holy vessel, and the memorial portion and
frankincense are put onto the fire of the Mizbe'ach
by the cohen.
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WHEN A PERSON BRINGS A GRAIN OFFERING TO HASHEM

STEP FOUR
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Vayikra 2:1

When a person brings an offering of grain to
Hashem...he shall pout oil upon it...

Pure olive oil must be poured upon every Minchah
offering that is brought.

1: An olive tree with its ripe fruit

2: An olive press where the olive oil is produced by
crushing the ripe olives

3: Clean and pure jars fit to store the olive oil
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Vayikra 2:1

When a person brings an offering of grain to
Hashem, his offering shall be of choice flour...

When a person brings a Minchah offering, it must be of finely
milled flour.

I.
2.

B

Ripe wheat ready for harvest

Gathering the grains of wheat into bags after the wheat
has been winnowed (the grains separated from the chaff of
the wheat)

Open bags of harvested grains of wheat

Grinding the grains of wheat in a stone vessel

Sifting the ground wheat to remove everything but
the fine flour

A bowl containing fine wheat for a Minchah offering
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PREPARING FINE WHEAT FLOUR FOR THE MINCHAH OFFERING
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